
Gorilla Ogo
Cleanup

 R E P O R T  # 1



15,000 lbs of gorilla ogo
 removed and composted  

18 volunteers

~7,000 on march 27th  and ~8,000 on February 4th

12 truckloads
6 on march 27th and 6 on February 4th

core group + Aina momona + community members

At a glance: 



C leanup  Loca t i on :  Kaunakaka i  Whar f  
Compos t ing  Loca t i on :  Keawanu i  
Dates :  February  4 th  and  March  27 th ,  202 1
Re levan t  Recent  Events :  F lood ing  i n  ear l y  February  and  March
fo l l owed  by  Kona  winds  

The  shore l i ne  to  the  West  of  Kaunakaka i  whar f  accumu la tes
Gor i l l a  Ogo  dur ing  h igh  sur f ,  s t rong  kona  winds ,  and  k ing  t i des .
The  Gor i l l a  Ogo  brought  on  shore  i n  February  by  f l ood ing  and
kona  winds  has  rema ined  a long  the  Western  wa l l  of  the  whar f
and  the  shore l i ne  and  has  s ince  begun  ro t t i ng .  Our  e f fo r t s  were
focused  on  the  shore l i ne  dur ing  both  c leanups .  Th i s  Gor i l l a  Ogo
is  eas ie r  to  r i nse ,  conta ins  f ewer  dead  organ i sms ,  and  re l eases
less  of  a  s tench  whi l e  compos t ing .  

event details 



Grac i l a r i a  sa l i co rn ia ,  an  i nvas ive  seaweed  common ly  known  as
Gor i l l a  Ogo ,  poses  a  grow ing  th rea t  to  Moloka ʻ i ʻs  mar ine
ecosys tem ,  a  v i ta l  food  source .  I n  response  to  th i s  th rea t ,  a  group
of  concerned  commun i ty  members  organ ized  to  bra ins to rm
commun i ty -based  management  so lu t i ons ,  consu l t  exper ts  i n  the
f i e ld ,  obta in  proper  permi t t i ng ,  and  deve lop  bes t  prac t i ces  fo r
remova l  and  use  of  Gor i l l a  Ogo .  

I n  ear l y  February ,  f l ash  f l ood ing  and  s t rong  Kona  winds  washed
ashore  a  mass ive  amount  of  Gor i l l a  Ogo .  Aina  Momona  responded
remov ing  over  8 ,000  pounds  of  the  seaweed .  I n  March ,  much  of
the  Gor i l l a  Ogo  rema ined  s tagnant  and  began  to  ro t .  A  commun i ty
remova l  e f fo r t  was  organ ized  and  th rough  the  co l l ec t i ve  e f fo r t s
o f  18  vo lun teers ,  another  7 ,000  pounds  of  Gor i l l a  Ogo  was
removed  f rom  Kaunakaka i  Whar f .  A  comb ined  15 ,000  pounds  ( 1 2
t ruck loads )  was  t aken  to  Keawanu i  f a rm  to  be  compos ted  and
ut i l i zed  on  s i te .  To  es tab l i sh  bes t  prac t i ces  fo r  compos t ing ,  ha l f  of
the  b iomass  was  washed  and  l e f t  to  dry  and  the  other  ha l f  dr ied
w i thou t  wash ing .  An  exper iment  wi l l  be  conduc ted  to  determine
the  e f fec t  of  sa l t  on  crops  to  i n fo rm  our  fu tu re  compos t ing .

I n  the  fu tu re ,  improvements  to  the  t ra in ing  process  fo r  vo lun teers
w i l l  be  made  as  wel l  as  mon i to r ing  pro toco l  fo r  on -shore  c leanups
versus  i n -water  c leanups .  

Summary



G o r i l l a  O g o  i n f e s t a t i o n  o n  F e b r u a r y  4 t h ,  2 0 2 1  ( b e f o r e )



A f t e r  F e b r u a r y  4 t h  C l e a n u p  



S i x  t r u c k l o a d s  o f  G o r i l l a  O g o  r e a d y  t o  b e  c o m p o s t e d  a t  K e a w a n u i



S i x  t r u c k l o a d s  o f  G o r i l l a  O g o  r e a d y  t o  b e  c o m p o s t e d  a t  K e a w a n u i



T h e  G o r i l l a  O g o  r o t t i n g  a l o n g  t h e  W e s t e r n  w a l l  o f  t h e  K a u n a k a k a i
W h a r f  ( 3 / 2 3 / 2 0 2 1 )



M a r c h  2 7 t h :  B e f o r e  ( t o p ) ,  a f t e r  ( b o t t o m )



O u r  e f f o r t s  w e r e  f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  s h o r e  l i n e  ( 3 / 2 7 / 2 0 2 1 )



Bags averaged over 60 lbs and each truckload averaged 1,000 lbs.



T o p :  O n  3 / 2 7 / 2 0 2 1 ,  t h e  G o r i l l a  O g o  w a s  m o r e  d e h y d r a t e d  a n d
s u n  b l e a c h e d  t h a n  o n  2 / 4 / 2 0 2 1 .  W e  l i k e l y  r e m o v e d  m o r e  G o r i l l a
O g o  o n  3 / 2 7  t h a n  o n  2 / 4  d e s p i t e  a  g r e a t e r  w e i g h t  o n  2 / 4  d u e  t o
t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  w a t e r  w e i g h t  o f  t h e  l i m u .
B o t t o m :  w a s h i n g  o n e  t r u c k l o a d  o f  b i o m a s s



C o m p o s t i n g  o c c u r s  i n  a  f l a t  a r e a  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  o c e a n  a n d
n e a r b y  s t r e a m s .  


